
Causes of WWI

Militarism

Systemof 
Alliances

Nationalism

Imperialism

when countries complete 
for bigger and better 

military

countries want to 
use their military

when two or more 
countries make an 

agreement to support 
each other

two countries unite 
to take over 

another country

pride in one's 
country people with nationalism 

think they are better than 
others they may attack 

other countries

when one country 
controls another

countries who were 
taken over want freedom

when one country starts a 
war, the other country or 
countries are pulled in 

because of their alliances

countries who have taken over 
others think they are better- 

leading to poor foreign 
relations

leads to competition 
and bad feelings

people with nationalism  
want to defend their 

country in time of war


